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Poor Performance Fuel System Diagnostics 
 
When a vehicle exhibits a poor performance condition, a dynamic fuel system diagnosis may 
be needed to determine if the fuel pump is capable of providing sufficient gasoline at the 
correct pressure. Improper fuel pressure or volume can cause many poor performance 
complaints. 
 
Performing a dynamic test will provide the technician with the means to monitor fuel pressure 
and delivery to diagnose inadequate pressure and/or volume concerns. Most running tests 
consist of monitoring fuel pressure while the engine is idling with no load in neutral or park. 
There may be instances where deficiencies in fuel delivery will not surface when performing 
pressure testing without the engine being under load. For this reason, it may be necessary (if 
no problem is found during this no-load testing) to repeat the pressure testing while driving the 
vehicle under load. 
 
WARNING: Gasoline vapors may be retained in a fuel pump after the gasoline is drained. 
Bench testing the fuel pump can be extremely hazardous and should not be attempted. 
 
Poor Performance Test Procedure 
This diagnostic procedure should be performed when there are performance-based 
driveability concerns that are not directly related to any specific Diagnostic Trouble Code 
(DTC). This diagnostic procedure should be performed if directed to do so by a particular test 
procedure or if no DTCs are stored in memory. If DTCs are present, those codes should be 
diagnosed first. Before beginning, ensure that the battery is fully charged (minimum of 12.6 
volts DC) and the charging system is functioning properly. 
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Poor Performance Fuel System Diagnostics (cont.) 

 
All steps are to be followed in the exact order as they are listed. 
 

 

 

10931



   

         
Use of this document is subject to all conditions put forth in the Internet Site Terms of Use found in this catalog.  © 2005 Delphi.  All Rights 
Reserved                   3 of 3  
   
 
 

TECHSOURCE 

Poor Performance Fuel System Diagnostics (cont.) 
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